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The Recantation of DanitL ScarallL, 
publickly made before tbe Univerſity of 
Cambridg , &>c. \ 


Hereas I Daniel Scargill, late Batchelour 
V \ / of Arts,and Fellow of Corpss Chriſti Col- 
ledg,in the Univerliry of Cambridg, bein 

through the inſtigation of the Devil oor. 

ſeſled with a foolilh proud conccit of my own wit, and 
not having the fear of God before my eyes: Have 
lately vented and publickly aflerted inthe ſaid Uni- 
verſity, divers wicked, blaſphemous , and Athciltical 
politions, ( particularly, That all right of Dominion 
1s founded only in Power: T hat it the Devil were 
Omnipotent, he ought to be obeyed : That all moral | 
Rightcoulneſs is founded only in the politive Law of | 
the Civil Magiſtrate: That the Scriptures of God | 
arenot Law further than they are cnjoyned by the | 
Civil Magiltrate : That the Civil Magiltrate is to be 
obeyed, though he ſhould forbid the Worſhip of God, 
or command I hett, Murder, and Adultery) protctling 
that I gloried to be an Hobbift and] anAtherſt;and vauut- 
ing, that Hobbs [hould be maintained by Danicl that is 
by me. Agreeably un'o which principles and politious, 
I have lived in great licentioulneſs, {wearing ra(hly, 
drinking intemperately , boalting my f-lt infolently, 
2 currupting, 
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corrupting others by my pernicious principles and ex- 
ample, tothe high Diſhonour of God,the Reproach of 
the Univerſity, the Scandal of Chriſtianity, and the 
juſt offence of mankind. And whercas the Vicechan- 
cellour and Heads of the ſaid Univerlity, upon notice 
of theſe my foul enormities,upon a tul examination and 
clear conviction of thele premiled ottences , after fu- 
ſrcntion from my Degree, did expel me out of the ſaid 
Univerlity : Nowl the ſaid Derntel Scargil, atter tre- 
quent conlideration. [trict examination.and {crious re» 
vicw of the ſaid Politions, do fiad by the grace of that 
God whom I had dceny'd, that they are not only of 
dangerous and mifchievous conſcquence , inconliltent 
with the Being of God, and deſtructive to human fſo- 
ciety; but that they are utterly falſe, the ſuggeſtions of 
a lying ſpirit, wholly againſt my own judgment refol- 
ved upon bctter contideration, as well as againſt the 
commonſenſe of mankind. And I do freel y acknow*- 
ledg the proceedings and [entence of my Governors, 
th- Vicechancellor and Heads of the Unverlity, to be 
juſt and equal,agrecable to the duty ot their place,and 
the Truft repoſed inthem: T har they could not have 
done le(s to vindicate the Divine Hunour. and luppreſs 
that Miſchief growing up in this Age, which notormer 
hath known. 

Au nowT adore and blets the higheſt Majeſty of God 
in Lis infinne mercy to me, that he hath not ſutfered me 
togoonunreclaimed in my enormous Pi Iciplcs and 
practices, but hath made my tace tub: aſhamed, that 1 
may ſeek 111 Name. HKighteouſneſs belongeth unto thee. 0 
I ord; butuntome, and totholc who have ſeduced me 
and to thule who have been leduced by me, ſhame a 


confuſton of face. Oh what height of wickedneſs had 1 
arrived 
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pleading the D:vine Majeſty at the Tribunal of human 


Wit, making man judg whether God thould be God or 


0, Nav, whercas the Devil, my cempter, ty whom | 
had heatkncd, doth belizve amd tremble, I vile wre:ch 
have becn void of the Faith and tear of God, in the ma- 
mfold manitcltations of kint. W hereforc I humbly :$x 
pardon of God above all, whom 1 have blaſhemed:of 
my Governors in the Univerlty, wiom I have ciſturb- 
ed; of all Chriſtians, and all men, for the great oficnce 
I have given unto all: more eſpecially ot lo many as 
have been milled into any crror or vice by me. And Ido 
alſo humbly and earneltly belecch al! men,elpectally ſo 
many of the younger Scholars as have been leduced by 
me (who now abhor what [ tormerly boalted to aflert) 
that they beware, by my example, of the molt lubtile 
infinuations of the Devil, in the vain vltentation oft 
their own wit. That they lean not to their own underſl an= 
ding.lut conſult the holy Scriptures,the lively Otacles 
of God. IT hat from thence they way learn gg e's 73 
ewp2orey T0 be wiſe unto jobricty. as the holy Apoltle with 
great wiſdom requires, Aud now | humbly hope, and 
trult inthe infinite mercy uf that God againit whom Tl 
had audacioully opened my unhallowed mouth, that 
He who. hath promiſcc that all tin and blaſphemy ſhall 
be torgiven unto men ( excepting only that relolved 


. malicious blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) will be 


gracioutly pleaſed to gloritic his mercy in the torgive- 

nels of mv molt deteſtable errors, and abominable lins. 

And Tthank God that he hath awakened me in good 

meaſureto a juſt detcſtation of the accurled Politions 

allerted by me,and of all other like wicked principles. 

Wherctore,l do here in the prefence of God yagn 
an 
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arrived vnto! For I muſt confeſs my (cf guilty of = 


and men, caſt my ſelf down in a deep dread of the juſt 
judgments and vengeance of God upon the accurſed 
Athciſm of this age.acknowledging my ſelf to be high- 
ly guilty of the growth and ſpreading thereof ; having 
contributed what my profane wit could deviſe, or my 
foul mouth expreſs, to inſtill it into others, to confirm 
them therein. AndlI do protels, I believe ( and judg it 
moſt reaſonable ſo to believe ) that the openly protel- 
{cd Athciſmot ſome, and the ſecret Atheilm of others, 
is the accurſed root of all that abounding wickedneſs, 
perjury, facriledy, debauchery.and uncleannef*s,in this 
preſent age: Thatin a dcep ſenſe of that wretched 
part I have acted in the propagating thereof, I do now 
abhor my felf in duſt and aſhes. and that from the bot- 
tom of my heait, I dodiſclaim, renounce, deteſt, and 
abhor thoſe execrable LF ulitions alerted by me or any 
other: particularly, 


I. That all rieht of Dominion is founded only in 
Power. 

2. ihat ail moral Kighteouſneſs is founded only in the 
Law of the Crorl Magiſtrate. 

3. 1/..t the Holy Scriptures are made Law only by Cis 
4V/ cnuthority. 

4 1hat whatſoever the Civil Magiitrate commands, 
3s to be oveyed, nutwithſt anding contrary to Divine Moral 
L uws. 

5. Tb.t there is a diſtrable glory in being, and being re 
pied an Atiert; which I implied when | cpretly ate 
timed ihacl gloicd tobe an Hubbiſt and an Atheiſt, 


Forth {: unhallowed aſſertions and expreſſions, 1 


nouw lud tuch iuward Contritivn and remorſe, that I 
pray 
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pray God his mercy may withhold me from relapſe, or 
his Judgments prevent it. But do I think that a bare 
Recantation can fſatisfic for my prodigious offences ? 
No, Let me do penance all my days, ſubmitting ny telf 
to Gods will, and the charity of pious minds; and 
whatſoever my portion may be inthis world, Let me 
live and dyc inthe fear of God, and the faith of Chrilt, 
Amen. 

Now leſt any one ſhould miſtake or ſuſpeA rhis con- 
feſlion and unteigned renunciation of my lintul and ac- 
curſed errors. tor an act of civil obedience or ſubmith- 
on in me, performed according to my tormer princi- 
ples, at the command ot my Superiors, in outward ex- 
preſſion of words, though contrary to my judgment 
and inward thoughts ot my heart z or that | have not 
now expretied the moſt ſincere and ſecret fente of my 
ſoul : I call the Searcher of all hearts to-wirnels, that [ 
loath and abhor ſuch practices as the baſelt and moſt 
damnable hypocrilie ; That from my heart and ſoul I 
deteſt ſuch principles inall pertons, as worle than the 
baſeſt villanics and reſervations, which the Jeſuits are 
ſaid toprattife or allow. And I openly avow, that I 
doacknowledg , that all perſons fo principled, ought 
tobe held by all mankind as the moſt dangerous and 
declared Enemies of the common Faith among(t men. 
That thty are not to betruſted upon any obligation of 
their Faith, or pretenſions to Piety, Loyalty, or com- 
mon Honeſty, in any Corporation, Colledg, Univertt- 
ty, City, Common-wealth, or Kingdom : but, that by 
thoſe Principles, deſtrudtive toall Society and Com- 
merce amongſt men,they mayand do delude and deteat 
all Oaths and Proteſtations, all Faith given to God or 
man: They may and will comply, it their own latereſt 
or 


-. was Q ) 
or Advantageprompt themto it, with any Invaderor 
Uſurper : with any FaGion or growing Sett, however 
deſtructive to all Order, and the very being of human 
Society inthe world.l belicve alſo,and openly avuuch, 
That no Power upon earth, no perſwalion or imagina- 
tion about natural Right; no opinion in pretended 
Philoſophy, concerning ſclf-preſervation, can free me 


from the obligation that is now upon me, in this my. 


open profcſlion of Repentance for my accurſcd errors 
and grievous fins, to ſpeak the truth in liacerity before 
Cod and man. 

bis Recantation , and fincere Profcſlion , I make 
willingly and freely of my own mind and choice : not 
in compliance with the command or will of any other, 
not upon delign to gain a better opinion amongſt men 
Intheworld ; not for any worluly aggantage , prokit, 
or ſelf-end of my bwn : but out of {hearty detcſt.'ri- 
onof my foul errors and (ins: and Tam glad ot this 
opportunity to disburden my ſoul, oppretled with the 
weight of the fame. 


So help me God. 


DANIEL SCARGILL. 
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